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TENDING only to express

their esteem admirers off Presi-

dent Roosevelt throughout the
world have greatly
him by their showers of gifts

antlered
from the happy grounds

sportsmen or splendid pelts t

trophies of some exciting shoot
in the Rockies no
and please him They recall the
days when he took In the
chase as joyous and carefree
as a boy out of school

a sportsman always values such
evidences of friendship on the part of
kindfed spirits

But what earthy use has he for a
Nubian lioness a Gelada baboon an
ostrich a zebra or a black bear

All these animals and many more
have been sent to the White House as gifts
to the President Were Mr Roosevelt

to take up the life of a showman he
could with a large and varied menage-
rie There are birds of many kinds too
in the collection

While a great of the
Roosevelt children this choice collection of
beasts and birds would prove decidedly
embarrassing if kept at the White House
They are not exactly parlor pets nor
they be kept in the cellar Consequently-
the Washington Zoo has been en-

riched through thfrTUorlfx friendship for
the President T

the Lincoln Park Zoo census
to set down in one column

a of animals and birds in the
Roosevelt menagerie this result would appear

lion
Two African llonewes
One Gelada boon
One black bear
One Somali bra
On Somali ostrieh
Two p cim M of the Day lynx
Five opowram
A goMen eagle
Four macaws

All the are said to best of
health and spirits Of the to
the zoo from the White House only one a
Gelada baboon failed to appreciate the great-
ness thrust upon it and yielded up its Simian
ghostAs

a rule the presentation of gifts to the
President is a very informal prcceeding

They by express by mail by maeien
ger or in any way that happens to be conveni
ent

Somebody signs for them and presently one
of the Presidents secretaries acknowledges their
arrival in a letter of thanks

No list is kept but it is the testimony of all
those connected with the White House that
there has never before been so many gifts de-

livered there as during the Roosevelt occupation
Certainly so many animals or birds have

never before presented to a chief magis-
trate The White House renagerie would reveal
a modest zoo were all tnt gifts retained at the
Executive Mansion

0 course Mr Roosevelt has received a
great many presents because he was President-
of the United States and t e most general
popular resident the country has ever had

Others have come from his unconventiona-
lbut sincere friends in the Vest who have
hunted with him and who sent them it be
cause he was President but because they ad
mired him as a good fellow f

Because he always accepts things as given
to the President iter than the man however
many presents have been made nominally to
Mrs Roosevelt or the children in the hope that
they onld be accepted as personal rather than
officialPreside t Roosevelts reputation as a
mighty hunter is largely responsible for tho
character of the presents that go to increase tho
population of the zoo

Should a party of sturdy mountaineers of
the Rockies in capturing the mon
arch of all grizzlies their first impulse un
doubtedly would be to box up
and forward it poathste 1 the White House

BUt why should th man who succeeds in
making a golden eagle captive or who brings
from its in the woods a monster specimen
of the tribe conclude that
it would prow acceptable gift to Mr Roose
volt or a to the Presidents
fares and pennies

One can scarcely bla Meaelik Emperor-
of Abyssinia that of
the choicest wild animals of his Somali desert
would the American ruler

Potentates of the East are
send to another ms evidences of ostcram
stately elephants splendid linls and other JJnc-
FrtpresenfaJ Ves of the animal kingdom

whn the ruler of
Abyssinia desired in liUfeting manner
Ibis friendship for the President of the great

States he gathered up and shipped to

t

IJe

start

deli 1zto

can

WERE

One

bee

s aliy

a limal

perch
iJ

pea l
1

a ool1ection

aee1Stotnea to

uent1y
t ese

I lrrinticc

o

in-

clined

source

r

contributions sent

come

all

rive

i
Cou

¬

¬

¬

¬

¬

¬

¬

¬

>

¬

¬

¬

¬

<

Washington the nucleus of a menagerie
The animals arrived in November 90i

The lot consisted of a lioness yi Abyssinia and
one representing another North African species
a Somali zebra a Somali ostrich and tWO

Mr Roosevelt did not receiver this
interesting collection at the White House but

it hauled a ay directly to the zoo
jr His Highness El

Sedik Basba of iud
a few other things who came to this country as
special commercial envoy of the Emperor
Menelik brought other gifts for the President
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but there were nO live animals among them
iTho new lot consisted big elephant

tusks a huge lion skin and a surer stuffed
on an artificial sturnp greuhig

from
Not all the sifts of living creatures made

to the h consisted U wild ani-
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speed Wyoming is a chestnut bay with white

pointsWhile
on his memorable western trip Mr
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Roosevelt rode Wyoming the last relay untie
by the horse being the stretch from

to Cheyenne
That was a ride to be remembered fc evera

of those who made the trip were
out with fatigue when they arrived t Choy

but the President seemed to almost as
a when he parted although had been
hours in the

In order that he might not the in
the plains even when riding upon

the wellkept roads about Washington Mr
Roosevelts admirers in the Southwest have
sented him wih a wonderful saddle with all the
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elaborate ornamentation that delights the heart
of the cowboy of the Texas border

Other friends and admirers from the land
of the cowboys and prairie hunters have sent
from imL to time some splendid pelts until
there is at the White House a really mag-
nificent collection of skins

Among the earliest gifts made to Mr
Roosevelt were several splendid antlered heads
which hang from the walls of the great State
dining room

These are among the most highly valued of
the gifts that have been showered upon 1C

Roosevelt while in office
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